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Rethinking the vote
Timing is everything, and the timing couldn’t be
better for SUnY Distinguished and Bridget and
Thomas Black Professor James Gardner’snewly
revised election Law in the American political System
(Aspen).
On the heels of the 2016 presidential vote, the second
edition of the casebook includes substantial materials in
which scholars wrestle with the voting patterns and the
campaign that put Donald Trump in the White House.
But there’s plenty more for students and professors to
glean from Gardner’s book, which he co-wrote with
Duke Law School Professor Guy-
Uriel Charles. Election law,
Gardner says, is mercurial: “This
area is changing at an extremely
rapid rate. The Supreme Court
issues three or four decisions every
term in this field, and they are not
typically decisions that affirm the
way things have been.”
Like the 2012 first edition, the
textbook weighs in at close to 1,000
pages. “It’s quite lean in comparison to its competitors,”
Gardner says, and law professors can teach the entire
book in a single course if they choose.
It’s not, though, only a casebook. “Typically,” Gardner
says, “legal principles are taught almost exclusively
through the reading of cases. Our book is very different.
We think that election law is so closely connected to
other fields, and other ways of thinking about the topic,
that cases are not our exclusive means of instruction.”
The book includes readings from sociologists,
political scientists and democratic theorists, as well as
excerpts from historical materials to help students
understand the context behind election law as well as
how the American electoral process plays out in
practice. 
“There’s a lot of reporting on empirical political
science research,” he says, including updates on
research into legislative redistricting, how campaigns
are financed and how money influences the process. 
There’s also discussion of what Gardner called “very
significant changes” that the Supreme Court made in
application of the Voting Rights Act, as well as on the
Court’s landmark Citizens United decision, which
opened the door to campaign donations by
corporations and organizations.
And there’s even a section covering breaking
developments in the area of “ballot selfies.” That’s the
practice of taking your own photo with your completed
ballot, then posting that photo on social media. As
Gardner notes, in most states ballot selfies violate long-
standing prohibitions against publicly exposing a voted
ballot – laws enacted to guard against buying votes.
hard questions 
on the genetic frontier
Legal and ethical issues surrounding some startling
new technologies in genetic engineering were recently
tackled at a UB School of Law conference.
Professor and William J. Magavern Faculty
Scholar Irus Braverman, who organized the 2016
conference, edited the talks and presentations from the
conference into a book. The book,gene editing, Law,
and the environment: Life Beyond the human, was
published by Routledge in summer
2017. The publication collects
essays from ten scholars in fields
as diverse as law, bioethics,
philosophy, biology and wildlife
management, a multidisciplinary
approach to a field full of
complexity.
“The technical means to modify
DNA are cheaper, faster, more
accurate, and more widely
accessible than ever before,”
Braverman writes in her introduction. “These cutting-
edge gene editing technologies raise ethical, legal, and
ecological questions that are so broad and
consequential for both human and more-than-human
life that they can be difficult to grasp. What is clear,
however, is that the power to directly alter, not just a
singular form of life, but also the genetics of entire
species and thus the composition of ecosystems, is
currently both under-regulated and under-theorized.” 
The volume is especially focused on gene drives,
genetic systems which greatly increase the odds that a
genetic alteration performed with CRISPR or similar
technologies will be passed on to offspring, eventually
instilling the new characteristic in entire populations of
a species. Geneticists have been particularly interested
in applying gene drives technologies to populations of
mosquitoes, for example, creating male-only
populations that therefore result in their eradication.
In addition to the book’s introduction, Braverman
contributed a chapter called “Gene Drives, Nature,
Governance: An Ethnographic Perspective.” This
chapter delves into the philosophical and ethical
assumptions that govern scientists’ work in this area,
including their ideological stance toward nature itself.
Other contributors to the book address issues in
environmental conservation, gene editing in law and
the arts, human embryo modification, and the “one
health” approach that seeks to improve the health of
people and animals, including pets, livestock and
wildlife.
two new faculty books
